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<Summary>

Current Status and Issues of the Archaeological Work in Chiran Wartime Airfield

The Chiran wartime airfield has been regarded as a World War II site for many years, with the
airfield water tower being one of the first sites to be designated Cultural Property. Since that time,
interest in preserving Cultural Property has grown. And with subsequent and comprehensive
investigations of the airfield facilities, the value of this area being registered as Cultural Property
is recognized. As the Chiran Wartime Airfield became well-known for containing buried Cultural
Property in 2009 (21st Year of Heisei), survey and excavation work were implemented, focusing
on the airfield and its related facilities. As a result, excavations have been carried out on the
airfield, bunkers and the triangular barracks, and have proved worthwhile, and the collection of
archaeological artifacts and information is progressing. Many matters still require further research,
and many details still require further scrutiny, all of which require thorough investigation. It is,
therefore, necessary to continue these investigations into the future. And as the work has so far
clearly indicated, many archaeological remains still exist, and we must make sure they do not
become compromised in any way by further development. Designating these ruins as Cultural

Properties will ensure they are left to posterity.
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